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FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL
Daniel Lawler Principal

This term the College had to 
run an extra assembly due to 
the flood of student activities 
demanding ‘a few minutes’ on the 
scheduled assembly agenda. The 
evidence is in this edition of The 
Pelican.

We have ramped up formalities 

associated with presenting the 

College Student Leaders and 

the symbolic passing over of 

responsibilities from one year’s 

leaders to the next (Page 5). This 

rightly dominated our scheduled 

assembly, given the importance we 

place on developing the qualities boys 

need as leaders – for now and for 

when they are called.

Thus the addition of an extra 

assembly, presenting the other kinds 

of things featured in this publication 

such as the India Immersion (Page 10) 

and other academic, spiritual, physical 

and cultural student achievements. 

In line with the often quoted words 

of Albert Einstein: ‘Education is what 

remains after one has forgotten 

what one has learned in school’, the 

Summer 2017 edition of The Pelican 

reflects the kinds of experiences 

that will remain with the boys as 

an underlying formation in life and 

humanity, long after the final bell for 

the final lesson has sounded.

Ultimately St Edmund’s lives its 

mission by helping boys to look 

out on the world and then step 

confidently and compassionately into 

it, with qualities and convictions that 

will make it better for all.

FROM THE BOARD 
CHAIR
Michael Cooney Board Chair

In 2017 it is the boys at our 
school who have sustained my 
Eddies pride. 

Oliver Peisley in Year 6, who 

was presented the Fred Hollows 

Humanitarian Award by Gab Hollows 

and our Chief Minister Andrew Barr 

for his efforts fundraising for others 

in need. 

The Year 11 boys on our India 

Immersion, who spent their time at 

Daya Dan, an orphanage for disabled 

children run by Mother Teresa’s 

Missionaries of Charity.  Our boys 

were making beds, doing laundry, 

folding clothes - and singing with 

the children.  Later in their visit, 

they danced with the students from 

Sarahana, a school in the ‘red light 

district’ of Delhi where education 

is helping keep children out of 

prostitution. Closer to home, the Year 

6 leaders who helped run the P-2 

athletics carnival at the Local Early 

Childhood School in Narrabundah - 

and the Youth Ministry leaders in Year 

10 who worked with the St Clare’s 

leaders to conduct the St Gregory’s 

Queanbeyan Year 6 Confirmation 

Retreat.

It’s easy to talk about tradition 

and pride. I am proud that in their 

unselfish service to others, these boys 

‘walk the walk’. Our school community 

should be proud that our boys walk in 

the footsteps of Edmund Rice.

“In 2017 it is 
the boys at our 
school who 
have sustained 
my Eddies 
pride.”

“Education is 
what remains 
after one has 
forgotten what 
one has learned 
in school” 

- Albert Einstein
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VIETNAM & CAMBODIA SOSE 
AND HOSPITALITY TOUR
Matt Calder Head of Social Science

In the July semester break SOSE in 

collaboration with the Hospitality 

Department successfully took 20 

students on a thirteen day tour 

of Vietnam and Cambodia. This 

included historic sites and culinary 

cooking schools in Ho Chi Minh City, 

Da Nang, Hoi An, Siem Reap and 

Phenom Penh.

Highlights for many of our students 

included crawling through the 

cramped confines of the Vietnam 

War era Cu Chi tunnels, meandering 

down the Mekong delta, eating fresh 

pineapple from the floating markets 

and climbing through a maze of 

‘Indiana Jones’ inspired corridors, 

secret rooms and chambers at sun 

rise in the jungle strewn temple 

complex of Ankor Wat in Cambodia.

At St Edmund’s College our SOSE 

Department know that history is not 

only learned and experienced from 

the safety of a text book, it is when 

we stand in and immerse ourselves 

in the greatest places on Earth, that 

we truly appreciate, have empathy 

for and embrace mankind,  

developing responsible global 

citizens of the future.

A very special thank you to Linda 

Meulen and Joel Richardson, for their 

professionalism and care exhibited 

over the whole two weeks, it was 

exemplary. They made sure that no 

student was forgotten, all stomach 

complaints, lethargy and travel fears 

over the fortnight managed with 

complete care and empathy at all 

times. Without these two dedicated 

staff, this trip would not have  

been a success.

Tours like this highlight the very 

best of being a St Edmund’s student 

and I’d like to thank all the families 

who fundraised, supported and 

participated in this tour for enabling 

this trip to proceed.

“The World is 
a book, and 
those who 
do not travel, 
read only one 
page.” 

- Saint Augustine
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2018 COLLEGE AND 
HOUSE LEADERS
Anna Blore & Leanne Gair Directors of Pastoral Care (Acting)

As a College, we support the key 

idea that developing leadership skills 

is best learnt through experience. 

Leadership opportunities are 

available to all students in all year 

groups. 

The Student Leadership Model at St 

Edmund’s reminds all students that 

they are “first and foremost leaders 

of self” and it is here that often 

the most transformative changes 

can occur. When an individual 

understands their potential to lead, 

the doors of possibility and potential 

are opened to those they come in 

contact with. 

The idea of leading oneself 

underpins many of the expectations 

that we as a College place on all of 

our students. This is largely with 

regards to their commitments, 

interactions, behaviour and 

appearance.

The 2018 College and House Leader 

process was held at the end of 

Term 3. It gives us great pleasure to 

announce the following students as 

the recipients of positions for next 

year.

2018 College Leaders

Captain: Zane Hogan

Vice Captains: Jack Sutton and Matthew Winchester

Academic Captain: Noah Wright

Faith and Mission Captain: Domenico Carnovale

2018 House Leaders

Clancy

Captain: Oliver Efkarpidis 

Vice Captain: Gordan Daunitutu  

Service Captain: Lachlan Hayes

Co-curricular Captain: Joshua Meli

Haydon

Captain: Thomas Balogh

Vice Captain: Lucas Fairhall

Service Captain: Joshua Brown

Co-curricular Captain: Luke Heckenberg 

Mulrooney

Captain: Adam Priest

Vice Captain: Kieran Wyatt

Service Captain: Ethan Rotherham 

Co-curricular Captain: Caleb Bower

O’Brien

Captain: Jackson Say

Vice Captain: Liam Milnes

Service Captain: Flyn Briskey

Co-curricular Captain: Nicholas Taylor

Rice

Captain: Damon Stamatis

Vice Captain: Harry Smith

Service Captain: Guiseppe Trimboli 

Co-Curricular Captain: Jack Stephinson

Treacy

Captain: Harrison Straker

Vice Captain: Daniel Galic

Service Captain: Ruben Black

Co-Curricular Captain: Aaron Robinson

St Edmund’s College has a rich history of producing great leaders 
within our community. Some of these students have gone on in these 
roles to be leaders at a national, state and international level with the 
skills learnt here at the College benefitting them greatly.

Left to right: Noah Wright, Jack Sutton, Zane Hogan, 
Matthew Winchester and Domenico Carnovale
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YEAR 10 SOCIAL
Andrew Barr Year 10 Student

The Year 10 Social was held on Thursday 14 September 
and was the culmination of the hard work from many of 
the College staff, particularly that of Mrs James and the 
Assistant Heads of House. 

Our Heads of House and students from our cohort also sacrificed 

their free time to provide an enjoyable, engaging night for the 

Year 10 students.  An annual function that has been a tradition for 

decades previously, and an event that gives the boys a chance to flex 

their social skills and dance muscles, were the focus of the evening. 

A good night was had by both the boys and their invited guests. 

Tasty catering was provided and a big thank you needs to go to the 

Year 12 students who volunteered their time to help serve food and 

drinks, helped us churn up the dance floor but most importantly, 

remained behind late into the evening to clean up.  An outsourced 

DJ was present on the night playing tunes as well as commanding 

strobe lights and a fog machine to his will. A photo booth and picture 

background at the back was also a big hit, where we captured some 

wonderful memories.  

The function itself was a hot topic both before and after the event, 

where both nervousness and excitement were present. We were 

fortunate enough to have the legendary Mr Windsor and Mrs Gair 

who had us covered in the dance department. 

Before the event an assortment of social etiquette and dancing 

lessons took place, basic swing dancing exemplified through Mrs Gair 

and Mr Windsor with guest Year 10’s of St Clare’s, and an in-depth 

look at the concept of ‘manners maketh the man’. 

Thank you to the teachers present on the night, and especially Mrs 

Gair for organising everything, because I certainly believe the night 

was a success.
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YEAR 4 CAMP
Nathan Rutter Year 4 Teacher

On Thursday 19 October, 
Year 4 left for Birrigai on an 
overnight camp. Our aim was 
to challenge the boys to step 
out of their comfort zone 
while spending some quality 
time together, consolidating 
the friendships that they have 
created in their first year in 
Junior School. 

During our time there we were guided through 

three main activities: The Giant Swing, The Crate 

Climb (fondly renamed the Wedgie Station by the 

boys) and Team Initiatives. 

The Giant Swing involved students being hooked 

up to a suspended harness and gradually being 

pulled back to an extreme height by their peers. 

Once in position, the student then needed the 

confidence to pull on the release cord, allowing 

themselves to freefall momentarily until the swing 

harness took effect. 

The crate climb was a test of teamwork - building 

towers of milk crates while a team of two climbed 

while attached to climbing harnesses. Our St 

Edmund’s record stands at 11 milk crates high! 

Our experience was further enhanced through a 

bushwalk and cave crawl, free time, movie night, 

sharing meals together and bunking down with our 

roommates.

We would like to thank Mr David Kelly, Ms Leonie 

Owens, Mr Tony Di Fronzo, Mr Nathan Rutter 

and Mr Jeremy Taylor for their time and effort in 

supporting the students as they were challenged 

to face their fears and grow in confidence. The 

students themselves can be commended for their 

positive participation, behaviour and manners. 

Junior School



The J.E.D.I (Junior Eddies 
Digital Initiative) Squad codes 
various games and robots.  We 
code games to entertain users 
on scratch, as well as informing 
them about topics such as 
coding robots and how to build 
basic code structures. 

J.E.D.I Squad meet some lunch 

times in the Junior School lab with 

Mr O’Rourke as our supervisor. As of 

2017 we are the only Junior School 

squad in Eddies’ history to compete 

in a digital competition as well as 

being one of the youngest groups 

at the competition. J.E.D.I squad 

started in Term 3 of 2016.

The J.E.D.I squad has developed a 

massive reputation in the Canberra 

Regional RoboCup. In our first and 

so far only RoboCup tournament 

we came second overall, only 

conceding in the grand final against 

older competitors. Our two robots 

performed at their best, responding 

to the ball and executing complex 

lines of code.

At the 2017 Eddies Open Day the 

J.E.D.I squad worked hard to display 

some tremendous robots. Some 

examples of the robots that we had 

on display were the Colour Sorter, 

Robotic Arm and two Tank Bots.

The members of the J.E.D.I Squad 

this year were:

Rakai Murray (Captain)

Sean Orlandi

Aiden Lazar

Cody Bryce 

Josh Bryce

Daniel Isherwood

James Isherwood

Lachlan Veering 

Angus Lange

J.E.D.I SQUAD 
Rakai Murray and Aiden Lazar Year 6 Students

Junior School

“We’re the only 
Junior School squad 
in Eddies’ history to 
compete in a digital 
competition.”
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INDIA IMMERSION
Leigh Pirie India Immersion Coordinator

Once again, the Indian Immersion 
provided both students and staff with 
an incredible life changing experience. 

The 12 days travelling from Kolkata to Delhi was filled with vibrant 

humanity, stark reality and emotional moments of heartache. Three 

staff members, Emma Ramke, Jason Moore and Leigh Pirie, were 

privileged to travel with six Year 11 students who will be wonderful 

future leaders and role models of the College. Noah Wright, Zane 

Hogan, Dom Carnovale, Keiran Wyatt, Tom Knox and Adam Priest 

all represented the College with pride and threw themselves into 

every opportunity available to them. This often included dancing the 

Macarena, singing the school song, carrying cement, eating every 

local delicacy offered to them and playing Kabaddi with the locals. 

The boys were most proud of being able to deliver much needed 

financial assistance to a number of charitable organisations that 

St Edmund’s has supported over the last 9 years of our Indian 

Immersion program. These funds will directly assist the marginalised 

groups helped within each organisation including people with 

disabilities, street children, children of prostitutes, and small business 

ventures to improve the livelihoods of those living below the poverty 

line. 

We would like to thank the school community for their generous 

support of our fundraising events during 2017 and look forward to 

continuing our commitment to helping marginalised people in India 

into the future. 
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In August this year, six senior Youth Ministry 
students, Mr Michael Monagle, Mrs Carmela Wilson 
and youth minister Jordan Hodge, journeyed to 
the top end to facilitate retreats for junior students 
across two different schools in Darwin and Tiwi 
Islands. 

The retreats were run by our year 12 students; Trystien 

Caceres, Nicholas Delchau, Gerard Teng, Sam Stubbs 

and two Year 11 students; Remy Tanddo and Giuseppe 

Trimboli. Their ministry journey began in St John’s 

College, Darwin and then O’Loughlin College. While 

engaging in retreat programs and games, our boys were 

able to share their own faith journey and learn about the 

individual journeys of other students, including the Youth 

Ministry team from O’Loughlin College. 

Their experiences of engaging with young people, seeking 

to express their faith and learn about Indigenous culture 

was only amplified as they boarded a five seater plane to 

Bathurst Island in the Tiwi Islands. The boys were hosted 

by Xavier College and worked in Religious Education 

classes running retreat and youth ministry programs. 

The relationships that began in the classroom were 

strengthened in the playground as our boys were not shy 

in instigating a game of footy, soccer and basketball. 

They were also able to engage in a range of activities 

where their ministry could be expressed in different ways. 

Some participated in running of the café attached to the 

school which is part of their hospitality program while 

others assisted young students with their reading in an 

English lesson.

A key experience for our boys was engaging in a blessing 

with the community as they participated in the Mass held 

by Fr Dan Bandetti who accompanied the boys on their 

trip to the Tiwi Islands. Each one of our boys were able to 

bring their unique gifts and talents to form relationships 

with their Indigenous brothers and sisters. Their 

maturity and cultural curiosity were exceptional as they 

respectfully and eagerly learned about the local language 

and customs of the Tiwi people. 

Their ministry experience was to bring their faith and 

passion to others, however, they have walked away more 

enriched in the experiences and faith journey of others.

Pope Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation on Joy of the 

Gospel describes our role as Christians in bringing the 

Good news to those we meet, “Christians have the duty to 

proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone. Instead of 

seeming to impose new obligations, they should appear 

as people who wish to share their joy, who point to a 

horizon of beauty and who invite others to a delicious 

banquet.” 

These senior students exemplified the joy of the Gospel 

as they were inclusive, enthusiastic and offered genuine 

joy to all who they encountered.  This was reciprocated as 

they themselves were included and invited to share meals 

and joy with so many and learned a great deal about 

their own faith through their relationships formed on this 

ministry journey.  

They were humbled by their service and by their 

interactions with others in these Indigenous communities. 

We look forward to fostering these relationships in years 

to come as an integral part of our expression of ministry 

at St Edmund’s College. 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
IMMERSION 
Michael Monagle Director of Mission

Faith and Mission

“Each one of our boys 
were able to bring their 
unique gifts and talents 
to form relationships with 
their Indigenous brothers 
and sisters.”
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‘Appreciate the gifts from God and be open 
through the Holy Spirit to developing others’ - 
Theme of the Confirmation Retreat 

On Friday 27 October, our Year 10 Youth Ministry class 

along with the support of St Clare’s Youth Ministry 

students assisted in running a ConfirmationRetreat for 

Year 6 students at St Gregory’s Primary School. There 

was approximately 120 students present to learn about 

the significance of this important sacrament. The Year 

10 boys were involved in interactive games, jokes, small 

group debriefs, prayer and targeted talks to break 

down and explain the importance of why someone 

makes the sacrament of confirmation. Our boys really 

thrived throughout the day and shared their own faith 

experiences with the younger students through peer to 

peer ministry.

Many thanks to Ms McCullum and our Youth Minister 

Jordan Hodge who worked together along with our boys 

to create and rehearse a program that had all the primary 

students highly engaged. The diversity of activities 

allowed for all students to comprehend the relevance of 

God to them and invited them into relationship with him. 

For all of our boys who presented to the large group and 

to those who assisted behind the scenes, all contributed 

in such a positive and enthusiastic manner. The growth 

in confidence of these young men in public speaking, 

leadership and authentically building relationships with 

these younger students was quite remarkable to witness.

Vicar General Tony Percy was present to explain to the 

children the relevance of what it means to participate in 

this, the third of the initiation sacraments. He explained 

how much God loves them and outlined how Gods 

love through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is ‘like 

the dewfall’ which is a gentle love, a love that forms 

silently and gradually overtime. We at St Edmund’s pray 

for all Year 6 students who made their sacrament of 

confirmation and hope that their relationship with God 

evolves, develops and deepens. So that one day they will 

grow into future leaders of the Church community.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Michael Monagle Director of Mission

Faith and Mission
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CLANCY HOUSE REPORT
David Mead Head of Clancy House

Clancy has always been a house that is inclusive, 

competitive and resilient. This has been built on a model 

of committed and personal pastoral care through the 

active role of each staff member and I am confident that 

this tradition has continued this year. My focus this year 

was to encourage all students to strive to their best by 

setting realistic goals that are achievable. This included 

academically, co-curricular and in their own personal 

development. Their challenge was relatively simple, to 

get as much out of the year as possible while remaining 

true to what it means to be an authentic member of this 

great community.

The year began with our annual House Camp where we 

moved away from the Pines at Tuross to Birrigai Outdoor 

Education Centre. There was some apprehensiveness 

about the new venue but this soon dissipated when the 

boys were attempting new challenges and stepping out 

of their comfort zone. Opportunities to take time away 

from the rigours of school life come all too infrequently 

and the students jumped at the opportunity to climb, 

swing, jump and build camp fires over the three days. 

This was also a great opportunity for the tutors and 

myself to connect with the students, thus being 

rewarding and ultimately making a stronger House 

Group.

Throughout the year we continued a strong tradition of 

academic excellence with many individual and whole 

House achievements. Students were presented at the 

beginning of each term with Gold, Silver and Bronze 

awards for their application and effort point grade 

averages, highlighting their effort and success. To all 

of these students, as well as those who fell just short of 

receiving one whilst giving their best, I congratulate you.

I would like to thank the fantastic tutors of Clancy House. 

To Mr Frank Hansby, Mrs Yuko Leffers, Mrs Margie 

Maher, Mr Ben Manley, Mr Adam Saunderson, Mr John 

Obermeier, Mr Michael Monagle and Ms Tracey Craze 

I thank you for the time and dedication it takes to run 

the Pastoral Program. I would like to finish by thanking 

Mrs Emma Ramke as the Assistant Head of House. Mrs 

Ramke’s ongoing support of the students and staff of 

Clancy House is nothing short of inspirational.

Thank you also to the departing House Leaders, Kane 

Kilmister, Laim Harrison, Ben Jelfs-Smith and Jean 

Vincent de Masson for their guidance and leadership of 

the student body this year. Their motivational presence 

around the corridors and jovial nature will be missed. 

Finally to all our departing seniors, we wish you every 

success in your future endeavours and hope you look 

back on your time at St Edmund’s College with fond 

memories.

This year has been one of the most exciting journeys I have had 
in my 25 years of teaching. Being the Head of House for Clancy 
comes with a lot of pressure filling the shoes of the past leaders.



O’BRIEN HOUSE REPORT
Anna Blore Head of O’Brien House

Each year in Term 4 the whole 
College gathers for what has 
become known as Market Day. 
Part of the holistic education 
that we offer at St Edmund’s 
College involves participation 
in whole school events to 
demonstrate school spirit, raise 
funds for worthy causes and to 
have fun. 

These days involve a break from 

our usual routines and a chance to 

build relationships with each other 

outside of the traditional classroom 

environment.

On Friday 20 October, students 

from the High and Junior School 

came together in the Quad at 

lunch. Each House had their own 

food or activity stall with O’Brien 

House’s Aussie BBQ being the best 

and most successful of course! 

The Junior School also had a very 

successful Milkshake Stall, run by the 

entrepreneurial Yr 6 boys. 

Many student volunteers worked 

hard to prepare lunch and serve, 

reinforcing the emphasis that St 

Edmund’s places on service for 

others. Other students participated 

by purchasing food and drinks or 

having fun at Mulrooney House’s 

Games Alley. 

Fortunately the weather held out 

for the traditional Tug-of-War 

Championship, held at the end of 

the day. The student groups had a 

respectable win against the staff 

team, although the absence of Mr 

MacArthur certainly disadvantaged 

the staff team this year. 

This year, over $5000 was raised 

which is a fantastic effort for just one 

afternoon. This year the funds raised 

will go to a College based project for 

the students and in Term 4 student 

ideas are being sought through 

Tutors and Teachers. 
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TREACY HOUSE REPORT
Leanne Gair Head of Treacy House

“Look, no matter where you live, the biggest 
defect we human beings have is our short-
sightedness. We don’t see what we could be. We 
should be looking at our potential, stretching 
ourselves into everything we can become. But 
if you’re surrounded by people who say ‘I want 
mine now,’ you end up with a few people with 
everything and a military to keep the poor ones 
from rising up and stealing it.” Mitch Albom

The staff and students in Treacy House have spent this 

year continuing to excel and strive for excellence in our 

academic pursuits, dominating through our sporting prowess. 

We have experienced success in many facets of school 

life and have on many occasions, celebrated victoriously 

and triumphantly together. While we have enjoyed these 

successes this year, we have as a collective group agreed 

that our themes and motif for 2017 would revolve around 

gratitude, humility and celebrating in knowing that with 

God’s love, we were part of something bigger than ourselves.

Our mantra and priority this year was to look for ways 

that we could be the best version of ourselves, to let our 

light shine but for the benefit of others and to ‘…live in 

the image of Jesus’.  In deepening our relationship with 

Christ, we were gaining a better understanding of our 

meaning and purpose in life, to recognise and embrace 

our gifts, talents, weakness, humanness and then be 

more open to look for ways we could connect with one 

another in a world so full of disconnect and adversity. 

One spiritual experience we have all engaged with this 

year is in converting our Treacy House Prayer into a 

hymn. The wonderfully talented Mrs Margaret Thomas 

composed the music and then with the help of Mrs 

Kimberly Steele, taught it to the tutors and students in 

Treacy House. It is an outward expression of our ability 

to show pride in being a catholic school and a way of 

uniting to celebrate and recognise God’s Grace in our 

everyday lives. 

“The staff and students in Treacy House have spent this 
year continuing to excel and strive for excellence in our 
academic pursuits and dominating through our sporting 
prowess.”
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In June this year our students competed in the Australian 
Culinary competition with three teams coming from Year 10 and 
Year 12 students. 

Dean Parks and Paula Moeller mentored these students with the help 

of old boys Josh Brown (St Edmunds and Australian representative 

in Tahiti) and Ryan Spiteri (winner of the international competition in 

Taipei). The following results were achieved:

AUSTRALIAN CULINARY 
COMPETITION
Angus Balmaks Co-curricular Manager

OUR FUTURE CHAMPION GYMNAST
Angus Balmaks Co-curricular Manager

Blair currently trains a minimum of 26 hours 
a week either before or after school at the 
Australian Institute of Sport or at his club Woden 
Valley Gymnastics Club.

Blair has competed and placed every year in the ACT 

Championships as well as placing and one year winning 

the NSW State Championships.

He has now qualified and competed at 4 consecutive 

Australian Gymnastics Championships (National Level), 

and placed in the top 10 each year achieving his highest 

ranking of 2nd overall in Australia for Level 8 in 2016 

when he was Australian National Champion in Parallel 

Bars and High Bar, 2nd in Rings and 3rd in Pommel. In 

2017 Blair achieved a 6th overall in Australia for Level 9 

Under 15 becoming Australian National Champion in High 

Bar and 2nd in Floor

After competing and successfully placing at the 2017 

Australian Gymnastics Competition, he was invited into 

the Australian Gymnastics Junior Development Gold 

Squad Camp held at the Australian Institute of Sport for 

talented gymnasts. The National Squad seeks to identify 

athletes with the potential to contribute to Australia’s 

High-Performance targets in the 2017 - 2020 cycle.

Blair’s goal for the future is to become an international 

gymnast competing for Australia. He wants to compete 

at events such as the Olympics, Commonwealth Games 

and the Gymnastics World Championships as an all-

round gymnast.

Co-Curricular

Co-Curricular

Team 1 Yr 10 – Silver

Xavier De Julius

Josh McCarthur

Team 2 Yr 10 – Bronze

Symon Miguel Refuerzo

Blake Doherty

Team 3 Yr 12 – Bronze

Jeremy Colbertaldo

Daniel Elix
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AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOY 
RUGBY UNION
Angus Balmaks Co-curricular Manager

St Edmund’s College has a strong rugby history 
with our current standing of 3rd on ‘The Nurseries 
of Australian Schoolboys’ Rugby’ overall list with 
75 representatives behind St Joseph’s College 
Sydney and St Joseph’s College Nudgee.

This year, two of our 1st XV players were selected for the 

Australian Schools Barbarian team on the back of strong 

performances from the ACT Schoolboys team which won 

the Australian Schools Rugby Union Championship for 

the first time since 1986. The following boys competed in 

the championship:

Australian Schools Barbarians:

Wyll Holland

Brendan Jimenez

ACT Schoolboys:

Wyll Holland 

Brendan Jimenez

Jean Vincent de Masson

Zane Hogan

Zane Marolt

Co-Curricular

“Two of our 1st 
XV players were 
selected for 
the Australian 
Schools Barbarian 
team on the 
back of strong 
performances.”
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SOCIAL SCIENCE  
& LIBRARY SERVICES
Marianne Geoghegan Director of Teaching and Learning

The challenge of creating 
meaningful and engaging 
assessment tasks in Social 
Science that promote higher 
academic outcomes has been 
made easier with a renewed 
partnership and the enhanced 
support of our Library 
Department. 

The evolving relevance of assessment support to our 

students and the developing relationship between our 

Social Science and Library Departments is ensuring that 

every student at the College is empowered with the 

ability to start an investigative assessment piece with 

clarity and surety. 

At times, the greatest challengers for our students has 

been to understand exactly what has been asked by 

the Teacher and how to start the research component 

of any assessment. The collaborative relationship 

between Department and Library is leading to improved 

assessment results, student engagement with on-line 

research databases and a recalibration of the important 

link between library services and academic outcomes.  

Starting in 2017, every assessment piece that is 

distributed by our Social Science staff to students is 

forwarded to the Library Department and every class is 

budgeted an introductory assessment lesson. 

Library staff critically analyse and scaffold the 

investigative task, enabling students to clearly 

comprehend the task requirements and outcomes. 

Teachers actively collaborate during this period, enabling 

students to question assessment outcomes, experiment 

with on-line resources and acquire better focused and 

more reliable research and referencing strategies.

The success of this relationship in 2017 has been the 

ability of the Library to collaborate with Social Science to 

develop problem solving research techniques that allow 

students to gain insightful research skills and academic 

support from within the College. 

Too often time constraints and the challengers of 

teaching in a modern classroom have inhibited teachers 

from ensuring that students start an assessment piece 

with a clarity of assessment expectation and surety of 

assessment outcome. 

This in-school collaboration ensures our students 

have the best available start to their assessment tasks, 

enhancing their academic ability now and into the future.

“Too often we 
give answers to 
remember rather 
than problems to 
solve.” 
- Roger Lewin
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The Old Boys & Friends Association was proud to 
reinvigorate and host the St Edmund’s College 
Blue & White Ball on Saturday 12 August in the Br 
Wallace Hall. 

The last college Blue & White Ball was held in 2014, 

and the 2017 event was such a success for the Eddies 

community, that many at the 2017 event are calling for 

the event to be held on an annual basis.

Guest speakers for the Ball were Br Bob Wallace and 

Ms Patricia Doyle, who are both much loved and iconic 

figures of the college that have made an immense 

contribution to the Eddies community. 

The college Hospitality Team did a great job catering for 

the evening, with several guests remarking that the meals 

served were among the best they had ever had. Thank 

you to Mr Dean Parkes, Ms Paula Moeller and the rest of 

the team for putting together such a fantastic meal.

The college band really got the mood going for the first 

part of the evening, thank you to all involved in providing 

such special music.

A big thank you to the event organising committee. 

Without all of their collective efforts behind the scenes, 

the event would not have been such a great success.

The Association looks forward to hosting the Blue & 

White Ball again in 2018. 

BLUE AND WHITE BALL
Matt de Jongh President of the Old Boys & Friends Association

Old Boys & Friends Association
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On Friday 10 November, over 100 people within 
the Eddies community attended the third annual 
Old Boys & Friends Association Golf Day and the 
inaugural Ladies Afternoon Tea hosted by the 
Association Patron – Ms Patricia Doyle, at the 
Queanbeyan Golf Club.

A fun day was had by all, with the Putting Competition 

on the 18th Green being one of the highlights with the 

attendees viewing the exciting event from the balcony of 

the clubhouse. The Lindbeck’s Butcher team took out the 

title for 2017 and will be back to defend the trophy at the 

2018 event. 

A huge thank you to the generous sponsors, whose 

support of the Association is much appreciated. They 

also ensured there were some great prizes on offer. The 

event would not have been possible without the event 

organising committee, who worked tirelessly behind the 

scenes, also thank you to the College for supporting and 

promoting the event through Vortex and Facebook.

The Association looks forward to seeing some new 

faces at our events in 2018, particularly the Blue & 

White Ball and the Golf Day. Please go to our Facebook 

page or website: www.oldboysandfriends.org for more 

information and to sign up as a member for 2018.

I would like to take the opportunity to wish everyone a 

safe and enjoyable Christmas.

GOLF DAY AND  
LADIES AFTERNOON TEA
Matt de Jongh President of the Old Boys & Friends Association

Old Boys & Friends Association



Inspired by the charism of Edmund Rice 
the St Edmund’s College Foundation was 
established to give financial assistance to 
marginalised or disadvantaged families so 
that the cost of educating their sons would 
be alleviated.

Since its inception in 1988 the Foundation has supported the education 

of over 100 young men at St Edmund’s College.

We aim to support families:

• Who are experiencing financial barriers 

that may limit their ability to provide an 

Edmund Rice Education for their sons.

• Provide appropriate fee relief to ensure 

the boys have the quality education that 

they deserve.

• At times tragedy may affect families 

and during these times of crisis, the 

Foundation will look to offer support 

where possible so students are able 

continue their education at St Edmund’s 

College without disruption.

Your donation to the Foundation will enable 

families in need of help in educating their 

sons leaving a lasting legacy that will benefit 

current students as well as students for 

generations to come.

Contact development@stedmunds.act.edu.

au for more information.

With a history spanning over 60 years 
we would like to encourage all Old 
Boys & Friends to remain involved in 
the College community, attend College 
activities or to just stay in touch or 
locate lost friends.

2015 saw the commencement of the Old Boys & Friends Association 

looking to take over where the original Alumni left off, the 

Association is slightly different than the original Alumni as it is 

focused on incorporating the College Community as a whole.

Membership

Membership is open to anyone associated with the College including 

former students, family, friends, and College staff both current and 

former. An Annual Membership of $40 or a Lifetime Membership of 

$400 are available.

For more information and to join, visit 

oldboysandfriends.org

Our Objectives

• Facilitate an ongoing relationship 

within the greater college community, 

and establish and maintain a sense 

of belonging and inclusiveness to St 

Edmund’s College Canberra

• Encourage social interaction between 

its members and the college community, 

inclusive of the facilitation of College 

reunions

• Provide or assist in the provision of 

facilities for academic, sporting and 

cultural awareness within the College

• To preserve, promote and strengthen 

the ideals, traditions, and history of the 

College

• To raise the level of pride in being an 

Eddies Old Boy

• Raise the level of pride and awareness 

amongst current students that former 

students and friends are involved in the 

school community

Old Boys & Friends
ASSOCIATION

St Edmund’s College Canberra
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