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From the Board Chair
Michael Cooney Board Chair
We all know the self wounding pelican is
a symbol of Christ’s sacrificial love on the
Cross. There is a lovely reference to the
pelican in the 102nd Psalm: the Psalmist
writes in his affliction and says “I am like a
pelican of the wilderness”.
When St Augustine wrote about this psalm
he saw the pelican as a symbol of Jesus
Christ, but he also saw the wilderness as a
symbol of the world:
Hath such a man come among those who
are not Christians? He is a pelican in the
wilderness ... Christ born of a Virgin is here
meant. He was born in loneliness, because
He alone was thus born ... born in the
wilderness.

In so many ways the modern world we
send our boys into after their schooling is
a spiritual wilderness. The touchstones of
education at Eddies - liberating education,
Gospel spirituality, inclusive community,
justice and solidarity - are antithetical to
much of secular culture’s injustice, division,
atheism and ignorance.
Our mission to form young men to be in this
world but not of this world can seem beyond
human hope.
But into that wilderness comes the Pelican
– Christ – the substance of all we hope
for. It’s a beautiful thing that the school
year ends, and for our oldest boys, their
life at our school ends, as the liturgical
year begins. The Advent season and then
Christmas are a salutary reminder that our
boys do not have to rely on themselves, on
each other, or even on us. They have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ.
For the Eddies community, living out
the Catholic tradition of Edmund Rice,
Christmas can be a real oasis in the
long wilderness of the secular year. We
wish all our boys, old and new, and all
our community, near and far, all the rest,
recreation and hope of the season.
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From the Principal
Joe Zavone College Principal

Celebrate: to perform (a sacrament or solemn ceremony) publicly
and with appropriate rites or to honour an occasion by solemn
ceremonies or by refraining from ordinary business.
At St Edmund’s College we take the time to stop, reflect and
acknowledge events and occasions in a meaningful and genuine
manner. Semester Two this year has seen us celebrate some key
events which not only shape us as a College community, but shape
our families and wider communities.
At our NAIDOC Assembly in Term 3, we heard of the stories of the
women who have enabled our indigenous students who have stood
up and claimed, “Because of her, we can!” We were very privileged
to hear from two strong Aboriginal women - proud Ngunnawal
woman Aunty Caroline Hughes, Director of Yurauna Centre at
Canberra Institute of Technology, who welcomed us to country and
gave a powerful presentation, and Wing Commander Cheryl Neal
about her experiences as an Aboriginal woman in the armed forces.
A very moving part of the assembly was a special presentation to
the College of a beautiful Aboriginal representation of the College
crest. This tells the story of the gathering of a community with
our symbol of the pelican as the focus of that community, our
community. This has been placed in the front entrance foyer of
the College to ensure that we always remember our place and our
context within a much wider and deeper history of the land on
which this College sits. The artwork was designed by well-known
indigenous artist Duncan Smith and created by our indigenous
students and I could not be prouder of their achievement and this
very special gift to the College.
We honoured the mothers and fathers in our College community
with our special Mother’s Day Mass in May and Father’s Day Mass
in August. For the first time we held a Father’s Day Mass for both
the junior school and high school this year, and we aim to repeat
this pattern with Mother’s Day and Father’s Day next year. It is so
important to have all of our students of all ages be able to share in
the honouring of their parents and grandparents on these events
(rather than just the junior school as has been the case in the past).
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We also celebrated the legacy and tradition of our old boys this
year with the inaugural Old Boys Mass held in September. We were
blessed to have Old Boy Bishop Pat Power (Retired) celebrate Mass
and were also joined by a number of College Old Boys especially
from the early days of St Edmund’s College, including a founding
student from Year 4, 1954. Mass included a touching homily by
Bishop Power, a reflection on the last 64 years of Eddies, and a
blessing of badges and music from Old Boy Kieran Sloan. We look
forward to this event becoming larger in the years to come as we
celebrate the Eddies community and what it is to be an Eddies Boy.
Next year the Old Boys Mass will be held on the morning of the
Rugby Union Heritage Round.
We also held a very simple but significant Remembrance Day
Assembly at the College. This year we commemorated the 100th
year anniversary since the guns on the Western Front fell silent
and reflect on the significance of that event. We also paused to
remember all of the men and women of the Australian Defence
Force who have made the ultimate sacrifice, we remembered those
they have left behind and of course we acknowledged those who are
still in the service of their country.
There are many more celebrations yet to come at the time of
printing this publication. Of course we have the Year 12 Graduation
and the awards ceremonies at the end of the year. Celebrating
events gives us a sense of context as well as a sense of history and
tradition. It allows us to remember those of significance who make
up our lives and acknowledge what they do and what they have
done. We will continue the great tradition of being to pause, reflect,
acknowledge and celebrate as we enter of 65th year of St Edmund’s
College in 2019 and look forward to the telling of stories, the reliving
of memories and the setting of new paths.

Left to right: Hayden Pepper,
Harry Buckley, Symon Refuerzo,
Mason Evans, and Patrick Burns

2019 College and House Leaders
Leadership is an important skill that we as a College endevaour to
teach our students. The leaders for 2019 are wonderful examples
of Eddies boys and we look forward to watching them excel.
Congratulations to the 2019 College and House Leaders.

2019 College Leaders
College Captain		
College Vice Captains
College Academic Captain
College Faith and Mission

Symon Refuerzo
Harry Buckley and Mason Evans
Patrick Burns
Hayden Pepper

2019 House Captains
Haydon
House Captain		
Vice Captain		
Service Captain		
Co-Curricular Captain

Treacy
Lachlan McLeod
Armand Gouws
Isheanesu Chitsungo
Jackson Burns

Rice
House Captain 		
Vice Captain 		
Service Captain		
Co-Curricular Captain

O’Brien
Sam Daniher
Matthew Redpath
Ethan Hart
Ryan Hardie

Mulrooney
House Captain		
Vice Captain 		
Service Captain 		
Co-Curricular Captain

Captain			Eamon McCoola
Vice Captain		
William Alsworth
Service Captain		
Gus Shepherd
Co-Curricular Captain
Jed Stuart

House Captain 		
Vice Captain 		
Service Captain 		
Co-Curricular Captain

James Olney
Joseph Zarb
Nathan Hackett
Joshua Callan

Clancy
Ben Stonehouse
Luka Berquist
Jarrod Watts
Sam Bennett

House Captain 		
Vice Captain 		
Service Captain 		
Co-Curricular Captain

James Tually
Le Yao Zha
Jack Alexander
Duncan Kilmister
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Vinnies Service Day
Carmela Wilson Head of Religious Education

The Term 4 charity focus as St Vincent de Paul where we have
sought to raise money and hamper donations for individuals and
families who are experiencing homelessness in Canberra.

The boys packed three tubs full of toiletry packs which were said to
have supplied Vinnies food van for three months- so that is over the
Christmas period!

On Wednesday 31 October, each student was invited to wear mufti
for a gold coin donation. In addition to this, we had Therese and
Miles from St Vincent De Paul present to the College at assembly
about the various places this money goes. We also heard about
various volunteer initiatives that Vinnies runs and our Youth Minister
Sam Stubbs was able to give testament to the experiences of
volunteering for their various youth camps and activities.

Thank you to Therese, Miles and Sam for showcasing the incredible
work of St Vincent De Paul. We are looking forward to many more
opportunities for our boys to get involved in the community in
future.

The Vinnies food van was brought into the Quad at lunchtime
for boys to see how this service operates. There was also an
opportunity for boys to contribute personally by putting together
toiletry packs. There were many who took up this opportunity which
was wonderful to see.

Were we to know the merit
and value of only going from
one street to another to serve a
neighbour for the love of God,
we shall prize it more than
silver or gold
- Blessed Edmund Rice
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Seminars for Parents
Germaine Muller Community Development and Marketing Manager

A large focus of ours this year has been to
provide more support to the parent body not
just of students who are already enrolled at
the College but also parents from all over
Canberra.
We hosted two large seminars for parents during the year.
The first on Raising Kids & Teens in a Screen World - led
by Dr Kristy Goodwin, a digital parenting educator, mum,
author and researcher and the second on the harmful
effects that pornography has on children.
Both seminars proved not just valuable but also eye
opening. They were well attended and we look forward
to hosting more events in 2019. If you would like to know
when more seminars will be hosted, please visit our
website where you can sign up to receive our weekly
newsletter and also find upcoming events.

Thank you to the following business for supporting St Edmund’s College
Find out more about opportunities to promote your business at sec.act.edu.au/promote

Have you seen our new display home in Googong?
Website: djhomes.com.au

Phone: 02 6297
1017
Pelican
Summer 2018
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Students debate Civics & Citizenship at
National Youth Forum
Matt Calder Head of Humanities & Social Science (Acting)

In September, selected Social Science students were
fortunate enough to participate in the Australian
Citizenship Day Youth Forum at the Museum of
Australian Democracy. Students from varying
year groups debated the relevance of the Australian
citizenship pledge, articulated its significance and
meaning to modern Australia.

Our students recommended ways that young Australians can be
active citizens in the 21st Century. The event was hosted by YouTube
sensation and mathematician Mr Eddie Woo, with special guests,
Governor General, Sir Peter Cosgrove and the Secretary to the
Minister for Home Affairs, Mr Michael Pezzullo in attendance.
The following students represented the school with poise and
distinction; Flynn Briskey, Guiseppe Trimboli, Alister Hobson, Ben
Stonehouse, Jack Alexander and Finn Corley, Lawson Burn, Aaron
Girmay, Adam DaSilva, Preetmilan Singh, Marino Morella and
Cooper Dalbo.
A special thank you to Mr Sorrentino and the Social Science
Department for initiating the day and enabling this opportunity for
our students to be possible.
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Edmums Luncheon and
Cocktail Evening
Germaine Muller Community Development and Marketing Manager

The Edmums Luncheon is something I look forward to every single year.
It’s a day where we welcome mothers, carers, grandparents and our whole
community to the College, share some stories and celebrate the vibrant
community that we all belong to.
Having had these Luncheons consistently for a number of years, the
requests have only increased from members who can’t take time off from
work or simply cannot make it during the working day.
Our solution? A cocktail evening.
So this year was the first year that the Edmums Luncheon was followed by
an Edmums Cocktail Evening later in the day.
It was fantastic to see everyone so happy.

Pelican Summer 2018
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Learning Information Nights
Marianne Geogaghan Director of Teaching and Learning

The Teaching and Learning team hosted a number of
learning information nights for parents and students
during 2019. We also hosted the inaugural Senior
College Expo late in term 2.
This community event saw students and staff collaboratively
displaying what we do in the space of teaching and learning at the
College. Each faculty presented information about courses and
highlighted some of the flexible learning opportunities available to
students. Students assisted faculties by answering questions from
parents and potential senior students. Projects were on display and
some great interactive activities took place. Our Food Technology
students under the direction of Ms Rebecca Jarman provided food
and mocktails, which contributed to the overall positive community
feeling of the evening.
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We introduced the Talented Sport Program – Rugby for 2019 at
the expo. Boys will receive input from industry specialists in the
field of rugby training and nutrition, whilst also developing skills
in teamwork. Our flexible learning opportunities allow students to
take ownership of their own learning plan and design a package that
will suit their individual needs and circumstances. This includes
a reduction in formal classes at the College to enable them to
complete further studies through external providers such as CIT. We
also offer Religious Studies as an offline course to allow students
to select more online courses. The Teaching and Learning team’s
philosophy around flexible learning opportunities is based on the
premise that we would like to say yes more often than no. At St
Edmund’s College, we endeavour to personalise each students’
learning experience to suit their needs and circumstances. We
encourage all students to discuss their subject package with us,
especially those who need changes made to a standard package.
We look forward to the 2019 Senior College Expo and sharing some
more of our flexible learning opportunities with the community of St
Edmund’s College.

Student Mental Health and Wellbeing:
A Whole School Approach
Anna Blore Head of O’Brien House

Be You is a whole school approach
to mental health and wellbeing,
funded by the Australian
Government. The program was
launched in November 2018 and
aims to transform Australia’s
approach to supporting children’s
and young people’s mental health
in early learning services and
schools, from early years to 18 (Be
You, 2018.)

St Edmund’s College has signed up as
a participant and in 2019 will begin to
integrate this strategy across the College
as a part of our pastoral care program. This
exciting initiative includes components
relating to supporting students,
professional learning for teachers, engaging
with parents and the community as well as
post-vention support for staff, students and
families. The first step in implementing this
strategy is to form an Action Team, which
was formed in October 2018 with staff from
across the College.
It is pleasing to see that we have so many
people interested and such a diverse range
of staff within the College wanting to be a
part of this important work.
The Be You framework has a strong
evidence based approach:
A review of recent research and literature
confirms the continuing importance of
building the capacity of early learning
services and schools to foster mental

health and assist children and families who
are managing mental health issues. It’s
clear that mental health issues, especially
anxiety and depression, emerge from the
earliest years of life. There’s also much
evidence that many of the children and
young people experiencing issues don’t
seek or receive adequate support, although
some progress is being reported in this
area. (Be You, 2018)

It is pleasing to see that

It is clear to see the value that Be You has
for our community in educating staff and
students about the best way to grow a
mentally healthy community at St Edmund’s
College.

we have such a diverse
range of staff wanting
to be a part of this
important work.

Pelican Summer 2018

11

Didge in a Day
Ashleigh Kerin Diverse Learning

In Term 3 we hosted the Didge in a Day program. The Didge in a
Day workshop is designed to teach students the skills involved in
woodworking & improve their self-confidence. It is also a fantastic
opportunity to get the boys engaged and connecting with their
Indigenous roots.

The whole process took about 6 hours. At the end of the day the
boys were able to take their own handmade didgeridoo home, but
most importantly they could take with them the knowledge about
how to make these traditional musical instruments that would have
been made by the ancestors that came before them.

Students started with their own hollowed out tree, thoughtfully
hollowed out for them by termites. From there they created their
own didgeridoo from the raw guts of nature. Students didn’t need
any previous woodworking experience to be part of the program, but
they certainly gained some by the end of the day. It was so fantastic
to watch them scraping down the bark, sanding down the wood, and
finishing it off with a beautiful emu oil shine. They also learnt how to
melt the bees wax mouthpiece onto the didge.

It was an absolutely wonderful day, and the boys learned so much!
Definitely an activity to be repeated over the years to come.
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Paving the way for
future Legal Eagles
Matt Calder Head of Humanities & Social Science (Acting)

For the first time in the College’s history, Legal Studies has
been offered this year as a Senior Unit of study. The first
class has participated in some outstanding intellectual,
highly competitive and informed classroom debates on
issues such as the reintroduction of the death penalty and
whether retribution as a legal concept is more effective than
rehabilitation. A highlight of the academic year also included
a mock trial, re-opening the Ivan Milat backpacker murders
case with additional evidence.
Over the course of this semester students have supplemented their
classroom studies with visits to the College of Law Open day at Wollongong
University, the ACT Magistrates Court in Civic and the High Court of
Australia, with all of these experiences adding to their practical knowledge of
Australia’s Justice System.
Three students were additionally selected to compete in the prestigious
Bond University National Mooting competition on the Gold Coast. This is a
simulated court proceeding where student teams are presented with a legal
problem which they are required to argue before a ‘judge’ or panel of ‘judges’.
Through their preparation and presentation of each case, students must
show an understanding of the relevant law and how it should be applied in
their client’s case.

At his best, man is the noblest
of all animals; separated
from law and justice he is the
worst.
- Alexander the Great

This is a selective competition with 80 schools and colleges from across
Australia invited to attend and we were privileged to make that list in our first
year of Legal Studies.
The team – Luka Berquist (Instructing Solicitor), Mason Evans (Junior
Counsel) and Lachlan McLeod (Senior Counsel), all represented the College
with merit and I wish to recognise all of the hard work and preparation of the
students and their teacher Ms Donella Walker. Student enrolments for 2019
are very encouraging as the unit establishes itself as one of the most exciting
and dynamic courses available to senior students.

Pelican Summer 2018
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Immersing in India
Matt Calder Head of Humanities & Social Science (Acting)

The intention of the India Immersion in 2018 was to build on the
traditions of previous years and continue to foster and develop
authentic relationships between our College and communities
in India such as Ek Prayaas, the Loreto Day School, L’Arche
community, the SMS center for children and the Chetanalaya
children’s care centre.
These authentic experiences assisted in providing us with powerful life long
memories and a resolute understanding that service to community, faith and
advocacy can make powerful changes to the world around us. Additional highlights
of our immersion included visits to the Taj Mahal and Red Fort at Agra, street cricket
with locals in Delhi, sunset and sunrise boat trips on the Ganges River at Varanasi,
hair raising tuk tuk rides through the back streets of Kolkata and more butter
chicken and naan bread than we will eat for the rest of our lives.
All six students (Jack Alexander, Jackson Burns, Ben Stonehouse, Lachlan McCloud,
Sam Daniher & Eamon McCoola) and three staff (Leonie Owens, Joel Richardson &
Matt Calder) would like to thank Mr Zavone and Mr Monagle for the opportunity to
experience India and continue a decade long tradition of immersing.

Where there is charity
and wisdom, there
is neither fear nor
ignorance.
– Francis of Assisi
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Students working internationally
to tackle global water issues
Matt Calder Head of Humanities & Social Science (Acting)

A ground-breaking initiative led
by our Social Science Department
that reemphasises the importance
of Geography as a key course of
study within the College, has the
power to strengthen International
relationships between our
students and those of The Mercy
School in Honiara, Solomon
Islands.

Year 7 Students have been challenged
in-class to critically analyse a range of
water issues in Honiara and Canberra,
developing essential skills such as creating
graphs from data that they collect and using
Google Earth to access up-to-date live
maps. Additional features of our students
investigation include creating consequence
charts, enabling students to identify an
issue, then map and calculate how the
consequences would vary if they changed
just one aspect eg. Pollution. Students are
then challenged to develop their use of
Infographics, which provide instant visual
representations of the data they collate.
The inspiration for this international class
project came from a visit by Mr Simon
Rilaua, Principal of Mercy School, as
part of the BRIDGE project – a program
aimed at establishing international school
partnerships between students, teachers
and school communities.
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A special thank you to Ms Leigh Southwell
and Ms Donella Walker who have worked
to establish a framework for both schools
to participate and empowering our Year 7
Geography students to learn so much about
the water challenges that face the Burns
Creek community in Honiara. This has
challenged our students to contemplate the
advantages of our continuous water supply
that we do at times take for granted.
The aim of this initiative is to create an
ongoing relationship between students
from both schools, where they can continue
to collaborate on projects, practice
language skills and develop lifelong
friendships.

Year 6 Having An
Electric Day
Ronan Love (6 Gold) Junior School Student

In Term 3 Year 6 had an excellent opportunity to work their creative
side and had a shot at making an electrical toy for a fun assignment.
The toys that were made and showcased this year were both fun and
interesting. In my opinion the best toy was made by BJ Fitzpatrick in
6 White. He made a touch lamp toy which lit up different pads when
touched.

This activity really shone a light on the term and although the
assignment was tough, most of us got through it using hard work
and the skill that our great teachers taught us.

This opportunity given to Year 6 was a great way for us to have fun in
an assignment.

I remember when I was in Year 4 and I could not wait until the time I
could build my own little toy. Now that I am past that, I cannot wait
to see other people have the same joy as I did when making the toy.

The amazing showcase day saw Years 4 and 5 come through the
hallway and check out the wonderful toys that this Year 6 cohort
produced. Some toys were even played with and tested out, like the
wire game.
The wire game was seen as a very popular game since there were so
many. Some of the owners even gave out small treats to those who
finished the game.

I really hope that the Year 5 students from this year can look forward
to their Year 6 experience.

And I can’t wait until I see the toys that other people will make the
next year, and the year after that, and so on.
So overall, I believe that Year 6 has really been the best year of my
life, and I hope others will think the same when they get to learn
more about electricity.

The other Junior School classes were not the only people to drop
on down and have a bit of fun with the toys. Mr Zavone, the College
Principal, came down and witnessed the culmination of our hard
work.

Pelican Summer 2018
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The Program will
be revamped to
meet the needs of
student athletes
whilst developing
their curriculum
knowledge within

Transforming our Talented
Sports Program

the sporting
industry.

Joel Richardson Head of Health & Physical Education

The St Edmund’s College Talented Sports Program was introduced into the senior school timetable in 2017 as an opportunity to help aspiring
athletes meet their academic and sporting goals. The Talented Sports Program is an integrated study that focuses on specialised sports
development for the individual. Students learn about principles of high performance, self-awareness and understanding of their prowess
their chosen sport. Students enrolled in this program will be provided the foundations for future involvement in elite sport as a competitor,
official or administrator.
With an overhaul of the curriculum in 2019, the Talented Sports Program will be revamped to meet the needs of student athletes whilst
developing their curriculum knowledge within the sporting industry. In 2019 the College will offer two Talented Sports Programs with the
introduction of a Rugby specific program along with the already implemented combined sports program. Both programs will be offered as
Tertiary and Accredited classes aimed at increasing curriculum content, athletic skills and providing an individual training program to meet
the needs of each student athlete.
Students will have the opportunity to study four different units over their senior schooling with an emphasis on Personal Development in a
Sport, Building an Elite Athlete, Athletes in Society and Performance Analysis. Along with the theory content, students will be provided the
opportunity to maintain their academic goals through a structured study program and work on strength, conditioning and recovery through
the use of the College weights room. The following content will be delivered over the two years of senior schooling:
Personal Development in a Sport
Students will explore time-management, lifestyle balance, academic pursuits, training, work and social interactions in the context of
developing and maintaining an elite athlete.
Building an Elite Athlete
Students will explore personalising programs, individual and/ or team development, nutrition, psychology and recovery in the in the context
of developing and maintaining an elite athlete.
Athletes in Society
Students will explore issues in sport, drugs, community expectations of athletes, as well as community, national and global environments in
the context of developing and maintaining an elite athlete.
Performance Analysis
Students will explore technology in sport, injury management and prevention, biomechanics, tactics, game analysis and feedback in the
context of developing and maintaining an elite athlete.
The College is excited about the new changes to the Talented Sports Program and the opportunities this will provide to our students.
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Celebrating Staff Contributions
Joe Zavone College Principal
At a recent College Assembly this term we acknowledged and celebrated many members of staff who have made a significant commitment
of service to St Edmund’s College. I thank the following members of staff for their dedication to serving our College community and ensuring
that our young men experience the very best of all facets of their time here at the College. These members of staff serve as a symbol of
continuity and College memory – they are part of the stories and traditions of the College and we celebrate their contributions.
10 Years
Martin O’Rourke, Colin Rogers, Nathan
Rutter
Over 10 Years
Anna Blore, Tracey Brown, Linda James,
Pam Knight, Jacob Knowles, Nathan
Metcalfe, Jason Moore, Leigh Southwell,
Margaret Thomas, Xiao Wang

15 Years
Maree Ford, Michelle Taylor

Over 25 Years
Tony Di Fronzo

Over 15 Years
Susana Afeaki, John Bell, John Doyle, Tyson
Flynn, Julia Roche, Leanne Gair, Pat Langtry,
Ed Mickleburgh, Paula Moeller

Over 30 Years
Ian Harvey
Over 35 Years
Carlo Sorrentino

Over 20 Years
Norman Foskett, Arlene Gray, Fred Zarb

Thank you to the following business for supporting St Edmund’s College
Find out more about opportunities to promote your business at sec.act.edu.au/promote
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Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an

O’Loughlin College Retreat

example for the believers in speech,
in conduct, in love, in faith.
- Timothy 4:12

Recapping the Darwin and
Tiwi Islands Mission Trip
Michael Monagle Director of Mission and Identity
At the end of Term 3 a group of St Edmund’s students and teachers
ventured to the top end to run Youth Ministry retreats in three
Catholic Colleges. This annual mission trip was the eighth time the
College had travelled north to share their faith with the students of
St Johns College Darwin, O’Loughlin College Darwin and St Francis
Xavier College Bathurst Island. The week-long adventure invited
our boys to lead other young people in activities and talks where
all participants contemplated and questioned where God is in their
lives.
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Our boys in Aryan Sachdeva, James Tually, Justin Teng, Lachlan
Hayes, Matthew Brown coupled with recent graduates Gerard
Teng (2017), Sam Stubbs (St Edmund’s Youth Minister) grew and
developed their faith whilst providing a platform for other young
people to grow theirs. The overwhelming learning from our boys that
was shared in our last reflection time was that having faith in God
takes you on a special journey and that makes all the difference.

Reflecting on UN Day
Beattie Lim Student in Year 6 White

I believe that the United Nations is an organisation that has a
purpose to settle humanity’s problems. The United Nations visits
any person, anytime and everywhere. The United Nations combats
global problems like poverty and climate change. The United
Nations settles conflicts like the one occurring in the Middle East.
The UN disarms weapons which probably would harm many people.
From their headquarters in New York, The UN monitors as far away
as Australia and countries as big as China to countries as small
as the islands of the Pacific. The UN headquarters in New York is
a location where all countries, big and small, can negotiate their
conflicts and problems instead of declaring all-out war on each
other. The UN helps civilians who are threatened by war. The UN
sends supplies and portions of food to areas devastated by war.
The UN provides a secure haven to refugees running away from
their horrible past and vaccinations to people in areas who can’t
afford medical assistance and the UN also combats poverty. The
other things the UN is doing is saving endangered or almost extinct
animals.
The UN is an organisation that works to preserve equality to
humanity. Sustainable Development Goals 2 and 5 are proof that
the UN supports equality. The UN doesn’t believe that anybody
anywhere should be excluded because of their appearance or
gender.
I agree with every goal of the UN. I agree with the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
It is true that happiness nor peace has no price. I disagree in the use
of weapons. Why use guns, bombs and missiles when two countries
could just sit and have a war of words rather than a war of weapons.
Do we really have to go to war while causing mass destruction to
populations, buildings and property? If no one is going to tackle
climate change and poverty, who will? The UN is willing to solve any
problem, global, national or international. The UN is why there is no
such thing as World War III.

The UN is an organisation that promotes human rights. The UN
believes that everybody everywhere has the right to be treated well.
The UN believes that all people should be treated equally.
The UN promotes the removal of weapons. This may seem hard for
some people but it’s for the safety of humanity. If those weapons
were not removed from their owners, those weapons would harm
many people if they were not removed.
Yet, despite the above, I am still scratching the surface. The UN is
just one global organisation that works for things like World Peace
and equality.
So, I acknowledge everyone who has been part of the United
Nations. I thank every member of the UN, from the start to this
very day. I acknowledge every peacekeeper, diplomat and country
that has been part of the UN. I thank every person the UN, past and
present. I acknowledge everyone from the Secretary-General to
peacekeeper. Since the end of World War 11, the UN continues to do
what it was created to do; promote world peace. You and I are all
members of the world and of the United Nations.
As part of our learning about the UN, Mr Woodthorpe, Director
of the United Nations for our region, was guest speaker for Year
6 during Term 3. Mr Woodthorpe explained the significance of
the Sustainable Development Goals and in our class we even
participated in a General Assembly Meeting. On both UN Day and
Peace Day we flew The United Nations flag at school to remind
others of its significance. Our class even had a UN Birthday Party to
celebrate the 73th anniversary of the UN on the 24th October.
Come to the United Nations, It’s Your World!
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The spirit of Anzac alive
and well at Eddies
Matt Calder Head of Humanities & Social Science (Acting)

Our College continues to enhance its Anzac Day commemorative
traditions, incorporating our students of Defence families and the
local community in recognising the sacrifice of past and present
Defence Force personnel. Over the past twelve months, the College
has focused on student education, reinforcing our role as the War
Memorial College, an institution that recognises the importance of
honouring the legacy of our Defence Forces, past and present, more
than 100 years after the sacrifices of the original Anzacs.
This year the College held a full school Anzac Day ceremony with
wreath laying and full catafalque party that invited the parents of
all Defence families as our esteemed guests. Lieutenant Colonel
Brian Calder (retired) a grandfather of one of our students was the
keynote speaker, reiterated the importance of the theme ‘Lest we
forget’. Additionally, representatives from Year 6 classes attended
the annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony at Eddison Park in Woden
with students participating in presenting a wreath on behalf of the
College.
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To conclude our Anzac Day commemorations Year 6 students and
invited guests witnessed a planting ceremony of a Lone Pine sapling
in the front gardens of the College. The tree is a descendent of the
original Lone Pine tree and commemorates the 100th year of the
armistice and the end of the First World War. This tree is a symbolic,
living link between our College and our Defence families that will be
nurtured by our Year 6 students and will provide shade and comfort
for many generations to come. A special thank you to Charles (Year
5), Archer (Year 7) and Max (Year 9) Page who shared their family
links to the Battle of Lone Pine with our guests during the ceremony.
These traditions were officially recognised in September with the
College being awarded the Anzac Day Schools Award for the ACT
region. I would like to recognise all our Defence families, students
and staff of the Social Science Department for actively contributing
to this.
Lest we forget.

1st XI Football
Experiences
Success Not Seen
In Recent Years
Angus Balmaks Co-curricular Manager

The 1st XI Football team experienced success,
not seen in recent seasons, during the 2018
Capital Football U18 Division 2 competition.
A well planned pre-season by experienced 1st XI Coach
Jonathon Hall and incoming Football Coordinator
Carmela Wilson, saw the 1st XI play three fixtures before
the season had commenced. There was the traditional
MARSEC day against old foe Marist and a building rivalry
with Canberra Grammar School at Deakin enclosed oval.
For the first time St Edmund’s College hosted the national
EREA Football Tournament, which saw EREA schools
from around the country come and compete, giving the
1st XI four more games to fine tune their combinations.
Although not gaining many wins during this period the
preparations prepared the team well for the season with
strong performances from round one. At the end of the
regular season their record sat as Played – 14 Won – 12
Lost - 2 with a Goal difference of 29. This was enough
to secure the minor premiership and gives the returning
players high hopes for the 2019 season. The team will
compete at the EREA National Tournament in the April
school holidays and another younger group will be touring
Europe in the 2019/2020 holidays.
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Students in Year 5 Enjoy Woodwork
Kieran Greenwood (5 Blue), Liam Hogden (5 Blue) and Koby Bird (5 White) Junior School Students

At the start of the year the school came
up with a brilliant idea that Junior School
could start doing woodwork. We started off
watching a couple of safety videos which
everyone thought was boring but at the end
of the year there were no injuries, which Mr
Kelly made sure of. During Semester 2, we
got to design and make our very own timber
pencil boxes. Usually this sort of project is
for High School students only but we were
prepared to do the hard work to ensure they
turned out great.

We each received a piece of timber that
did not look like much to begin with. After
making some accurate measurements,
including saw cut lines, we were able to
hand saw the piece of timber into sections.
These sections eventually became our
pencil box sides.
For the base we used MDF and for the
sliding lid we used plywood. The lid required
lots of sanding to ensure it slid smoothly.
Some students were able to use the laser
cutter to engrave cool designs into the lids,
which made them very individual and cool.

In conclusion, we have loved having
woodwork classes in Junior School in 2018
and we would like to thank Mr Kelly and
Mr Moore for making it our new favourite
subject.
We cannot wait until next year when we
hope we get to design and make some
timber clocks like Year 6 students did this
year.

Tournament of the Minds
David Kelly Head of Junior School

This year, St Edmund’s College entered
teams in the primary and high school
division of Tournament of the Minds. The
tournament calls for brains, flexibility,
dramatic flair and teamwork. Teams from
all over the country compete to become the
best team for their division. At the start of
the competition, teams can choose from
different categories and challenges. Our
Primary team had to deliver a pitch to a
panel of judges about turning a book into a
movie. They chose the book, ‘500 Minutes
of Danger’. Their presentation received
great feedback from the judges, particularly
for their iMovie which was a trailer for the
movie.
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Our High School team chose to compete
in the Social Science division. They had to
demonstrate the story behind an old fence
that they found whilst on an imaginary
expedition. Their creative response was
very clever and they were rewarded with
a place in the Grand Final for the ACT
competition. They ended up a very close
second in the challenge a week later and
must have been a point or two off heading
to Darwin for the National Championship.
Teams who enter the Tournament of the
Minds have to work really hard over 6 weeks
to prepare their responses. We look forward
to being even better prepared for next year’s
competition.

Read the latest news at sec.act.edu.au/news

Tournament of the Minds 2018 Teams
Junior School: Aidyn McKay (6), Ben Burrell
(6), Nikko Matthee (4), Lukas Bathgate (5),
Joshua Bryce (6), Damien Wagstaff (5), Tom
Henningsen (6)
High School: Patrick MacFarlane (10),
William McGauley (10), Dylan Bathgate
(7), Samuel Skvorc (7), Leo Tuckfield (10),
Matthew McGrath (8), Daniel Isherwood (7)

Old Boys & Friends Association Golf Day
Matt de Jongh President of the Old Boys & Friends Association

The Old Boys & Friends
Association hosted the fourth
annual Golf Day at the picturesque
Queanbeyan Golf Club. This
was the largest contingent in
the events history with over 100
people attending, including a field
of almost 80 golfers.

A highlight for the event was the first all female group which was great to see. For the first
time in the events brief history we had back-to-back winners with the Lindbeck’s Butchery
team claiming the title for the second year in a row. Again the sponsors were very generous
in their support and the event would not have been possible without their support.
Thank you to: Tiffen & Co, Nexis, HDM, DJ Homes, RSM, Raine & Horne Commercial, Ian
McNamee & Partners, Kinsella, Synchronous Electrical, The RUC, Monaro Workwear,
Lindbeck’s Butchery, Vikings Rugby Club, Queanbeyan Golf Club and Pro Shop. Also thank
you to all the hard work that was done behind the scenes by the organising committee of
Rodney Skvorc, Bridget Cusack, MJ McLeod, Margaret Taylor, Peter and Victoria Chapman,
Russ Ott, Matt Percy and Germaine Muller. The Association hosts three annual events which
bring the Eddies community together and they are the Blue & White Ball (May 2019), Golf Day
(November 2019) and the Heritage Rugby Round (July/August 2019). The Association also
supports those in-need through the St Edmund’s College Foundation. To keep up to date
with events and news please refer to our website www.oldboysandfriends.org where you can
sign up as a member, or find us on Facebook.
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It is easier to build strong,
resilient boys than to repair

Building Strong,
Resilient Boys

shattered, broken men.
- Frederick Douglass

Leanne Gair Head of Treacy House

In Term 4, students in Year 10 completed their final session of The P.R.I.D.E Program, an initiative run through Menslink. The course is
designed to target areas of concern for boys and men in contemporary society and empower them with improved knowledge, understanding
and practical strategies for effectively navigating their way beyond these adversaries. The P.R.I.D.E program is being run in several schools
in the ACT and St Edmund’s College has been privileged to have had Michael, one of the mentors from Menslink work closely with our
students.
While the program has 13 modules, our Year 10 students engaged with four of the modules. Each unit was implemented with a specific focus
and a targeted approach so as to work in conjunction with themes in our current pastoral care program.
The students learnt strategies and skills to help improve their understanding on the following topics:
• Girls and Other People
• Anger and Communication Skills
Students were given practical examples around how to establish
Student analysed the impact of their behaviour on others in
and maintain, positive, respectful relationship with people in
the community and learnt about the importance of verbal
our community with a particular focus on monitoring healthy
and non-verbal communication skills. Students learnt how to
relationships with females
strategically and practically de-escalate conflict and how to
remove themselves from dangerous, confrontational situations
• Body Image
Students were presented with various perspectives about how
• Risky Business
they form ideas in their minds about healthy and unhealthy body
Students looked at the psychology behind our decision making
image for both males and females. They explored the positive
process, factors that cause and reinforce risk seeking attitudes
and negative impact stereotypes can have regarding body
and the data around adolescence and increased risk taking.
image.
Students were presented with realistic strategies they could
implement to help mitigate negative risk in their lives.
Overall, the students and staff at the College have found the connection with Menslink invaluable and look forward to working with them in
2019 and beyond to help build young boys into resilient men.
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Old Boys Mass
Germaine Muller Community Development and Marketing Manager

On Saturday 27 October the College hosted some
of our former students for the Old Boys Mass in
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. The Mass was an
opportunity for Old Boys to get together, share stories
and reconnect with the College.
On the day, we were blessed to have Old Boy Bishop Pat Power
(Retired) celebrate Mass with us and were also joined by a number
of College Old Boys. Most notably, we were joined by some men
from the early days of St Edmund’s College, including a founding
student from Year 4, 1954.

Mass included a wonderful homily by Bishop Power, a reflection
on the last 64 years of Eddies, and a blessing of badges along with
music from Old Boy Kieran Sloan.
Following Mass we hosted a light lunch at Gryphons in Griffith which
was a more casual opportunity for everyone to chat and enjoy a
meal together.
We look forward to this event becoming larger in the years to come
as we celebrate the Eddies community and what it is to be an Eddies
Boy. In 2019 the Old Boys Mass will be held on ‘Heritage Day’ in the
middle of the year.
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