
Let us be still  
and ask the Holy Spirit to be with us 

Dear Father, 
Be with us as we pray. 
Open our ears to hear your Word in the Gospel. 
Unite us in faith, hope and love as we pray together. 
Send your Holy Spirit to inspire and sustain us in our mission.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached Jesus. ‘Master,’ they said to him, ‘we want you to do us 
a favour.’ He said to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us to sit one at 
your right hand and the other at your left in your glory.’ ‘You do not know what you are asking’ Jesus said 
to them. ‘Can you drink the cup that I must drink, or be baptised with the baptism with which I must be 
baptised?’ They replied, ‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I must drink you shall drink, and with 
the baptism with which I must be baptised you shall be baptised, but as for seats at my right hand or my 
left, these are not mine to grant; they belong to those to whom they have been allotted.’
When the other ten heard this they began to feel indignant with James and John, so Jesus called them to 
him and said to them: ‘You know that among the pagans their so-called rulers lord it over them, and their 
great men make their authority felt. This is not to happen among you. No; anyone who wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and anyone who wants to be first among you must be slave to all. 
For the Son of Man himself did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.’

Formed in Prayer
Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gospel                                            Mark 10:35-45

What words or phrases struck you in Sunday’s Gospel reading? 
What might God be saying to you in and through the Gospel?

This week’s Gospel speaks to the heart of being a Christian leader. As leaders, we can sometimes fall
into a mindset or even attitude of lording it over others. ‘I have the authority!’ and ‘I’m in charge!’ can
become the underlying voice that drives us. Others can sense this type of approach. Unfortunately,
such attitudes can easily permeate our leadership.
In the Gospel, Jesus explains that the life of a disciple is a call to service and sacrifice. Jesus is forming
his disciples for leadership roles in the Christian community. And what is his first formation topic? To
be a good leader, you are called to serve and lay down your life for others. Jesus would ask us to
think about our leadership – is it about service of others, sacrifice, and love? Or, is it about our
authority. Think for a moment about your leadership. Let these words of Jesus become fused into
our lives as leaders. If, as leaders, we can embrace this message in our lives, our witness to Christ will touch 
the lives and hearts of many we work alongside. (Peter Woods, Founding Director, CSYMA) 
 
 
Closing prayer – Prayer of St Ignatius of Loyola
Lord, teach me to be generous;
Teach me to serve you as you deserve;
To give and not to count the cost;
To fight and not to heed the wounds;
To toil, and not to seek for rest;
To labor, and not to ask for reward -
except to know that I am doing your will.

Reflection
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