
Let us be still  
and ask the Holy Spirit to be with us. 

Dear Father, 
Be with us as we pray. 
Open our ears to hear your Word in the Gospel. 
Unite us in faith, hope and love as we pray together. 
Send your Holy Spirit to inspire and sustain us in our mission.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon 
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of his 
GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�WRJHWKHU��6LPRQ�3HWHU�VDLG��µ,¶P�JRLQJ�¿VKLQJ�¶�7KH\�UHSOLHG��µ:H¶OO�FRPH�ZLWK�\RX�¶�7KH\�ZHQW�
out and got into the boat but caught nothing that night.

It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. 
Jesus called out, ‘Have you caught anything, friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’, he said, ‘Throw the 
QHW�RXW�WR�VWDUERDUG�DQG�\RX¶OO�¿QG�VRPHWKLQJ�¶�6R�WKH\�GURSSHG�WKH�QHW��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�VR�PDQ\�¿VK�WKDW�
they could not haul it in. The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At these words ‘It is the 
Lord,’ Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the 
ZDWHU��7KH�RWKHU�GLVFLSOHV�FDPH�RQ�LQ�WKH�ERDW��WRZLQJ�WKH�QHW�DQG�WKH�¿VK��WKH\�ZHUH�RQO\�DERXW�D�KXQGUHG�
yards from land.

$V�VRRQ�DV�WKH\�FDPH�DVKRUH�WKH\�VDZ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�EUHDG�WKHUH��DQG�D�FKDUFRDO�¿UH�ZLWK�¿VK�FRRNLQJ�
RQ�LW��-HVXV�VDLG��µ%ULQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�¿VK�\RX�KDYH�MXVW�FDXJKW�¶�6LPRQ�3HWHU�ZHQW�DERDUG�DQG�GUDJJHG�WKH�
QHW�WR�WKH�VKRUH��IXOO�RI�ELJ�¿VK��RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�¿IW\�WKUHH�RI�WKHP��DQG�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKHUH�EHLQJ�VR�PDQ\�WKH�
net was not broken. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples was bold enough 
WR�DVN��µ:KR�DUH�\RX"¶��WKH\�NQHZ�TXLWH�ZHOO�LW�ZDV�WKH�/RUG��-HVXV�WKHQ�VWHSSHG�IRUZDUG��WRRN�WKH�EUHDG�
DQG�JDYH�LW�WR�WKHP��DQG�WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�WKH�¿VK��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH�WKDW�-HVXV�VKRZHG�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�
disciples after rising from the dead.

After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these others do?’ 
He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to 
him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Look after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was 
XSVHW�WKDW�KH�DVNHG�KLP�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH��µ'R�\RX�ORYH�PH"¶�DQG�VDLG��µ/RUG��\RX�NQRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ��\RX�NQRZ�,�
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.

µ,�WHOO�\RX�PRVW�VROHPQO\��ZKHQ�\RX�ZHUH�\RXQJ�\RX�SXW�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�EHOW�DQG�ZDONHG�ZKHUH�\RX�OLNHG�
but when you grow old you will stretch out your hands, and somebody else will put a belt round you and 
take you where you would rather not go.’

In these words he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give glory to God. After this he said, 
‘Follow me.’

Formed in Prayer
Third Sunday of Easter

Gospel -RKQ��������

What words or phrases struck you in Sunday’s Gospel reading? 
What might God be prompting you to consider or inviting you to do in and through the Gospel?
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Third Sunday of Easter

In this week’s Gospel we hear of the meeting of Jesus with his beloved disciples and as is the case with 
-RKQ¶V�QDUUDWLYH��ZH�¿QG�&KULVW¶V�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�DURXQG�D�PHDO��+RZHYHU��VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�
profound is revealed later in the passage, something that is often lost in the English translation from the 
RULJLQDO�*UHHN��,Q�WKH�*UHHN�ODQJXDJH�WKHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�ZRUGV�XVHG�ZKHQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�µORYH�¶�:KHQ�
Jesus asks Peter three times (not coincidental following Peter’s denial) if he loves him, he refers to the word 
/RYH�XVLQJ�µ$JDSH¶��DQ�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�ORYH���3HWHU�UHVSRQGV��³<HV�/RUG�,�ORYH�\RX�±�µ3KLOLD¶�DV�D�PDWH��-HVXV�
DVNV�KLP�DJDLQ�LQ�µ$JDSH¶�±�3HWHU�UHVSRQGV�D�VHFRQG�WLPH�³<HV��/RUG�3KLOLD´��$ZDUH�WKDW�3HWHU�LV�QRW�DEOH�
WR�PHHW�-HVXV¶�UHVSRQVH�ZLWK�WKH�$JDSH�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�ORYH�DQG�FDOO�RQ�KLV�OLIH��-HVXV�FKDQJHV�KLV�TXHVWLRQ�
DQG�PHHWV�3HWHU�ZKHUH�KH�LV�DW��3HWHU�GR�\RX�/RYH�PH�³3KLOLD¶�WR�ZKLFK�3HWHU�UHVSRQGV�\HV�/RUG��3KLOLD��$�
SRZHUIXO�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�/RYH�*RG�KDV�IRU�XV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�DW�LQ�RXU�RZQ�IDLWK�MRXUQH\��*RG�LV�
intent on showing us that he loves us and meets us where we are at and continues to call us into being the 
SHUVRQ�ZH�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�WR�EH�LQ�&KULVW��(Nathan Galea, Catholic Education, Canberra and Goulburn)

4GƃGEVKQP

Dear Lord, 
7KDQN�\RX�IRU�DOZD\V�PHHWLQJ�XV�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�DW�
DQG�IRU�EOHVVLQJ�XV�ZLWK�\RXU�ORYH��
+HOS�XV�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�RXU�OLIH�ZKHUH�ZH�IDOO�VKRUW�RI�\RXU�FDOO��
%XW�PD\�ZH�QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKDW�\RXU�SHUIHFW�ORYH�FDVWV�RXW�DOO�IHDU��
$PHQ

Prayer
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